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CHRISTIAN UNITY ILLUSTRAT- 
ED AND RECOMMENDED FROM 
THE EXAMPLE OF THE PRIMI- 
TIVE CHURCH. 


ACTS IV. 32. 


AND THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT 
BELIEVED, WERE OF ONE HEART, AND 
OF ONE SOUL: NEITHER SAID ANY OF 
THEM, THAT OUGHT OF THE THINGS 
WHICH HE POSSESSED, WAS HIS OWN, 
BUT THEY HAD ALL THINGS COMMON, 


4 


7H AT an amiable, intereſting view of 
the goſpel ſpirit, does this account of 
the primitive church afford ? And, how does 
it ſerve to expoſe, reproach, and condemn the 
behaviour of its profeſſors, almoſt ever fince ? 
Alas! far from being of one heart and one 
ſoul; there is, in compariſon, little, very little 
of either : and, inſtead of not looking on the 
things which Chriſtians then poſſeſſed, as their 
own; whilſt there was any inſtance of diſtreſs 
or indigence around them ; there has, but too 
generally, gone forth a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs, ex- 
ceeding hurtful to our holy religion. Indeed, 
there have always been, and now, perhaps as 
much as in any former age, there ſtill are ma- 
ny glorious. examples of the contrary. Byt, 
A 


2 CHRISTIAN UNITY ILLUSTRATED, 
AS 2 prevailing national mark, or, as what hx rev 
Juſtly ſerved to characterize any age of the pre 
church, ſave that which was ſtrictly apoſto- 2 
lical, may well be diſputed. Let us, however, C0 
endeavour to profit, by the contemplation of PA 
that one: and, even to profit, by contraſting (Ml 24! 
it, in our own minds, with the ſad, the almoſt WM wh 
incredible number of its oppoſites. This is 2 Hus 
ſubject wherein every Chriſtian believer has an 
concern; at the ſame time that it ſeems pecu- 
liarly adapted to the deſign of ſuch a meeting 
of the miniſters of Chriſt: for, what ſingle 
thing can be of ſo great uſe to his church, as 
to ſtir up one another, by friendly counſel, 
and example, to cultivate that ſpirit of love 
and union, which is, undoubtedly, the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing law in our holy Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion? And, what ſingle thing, without ex- 
ception, would ſo eminently tend to advance 
the important ends of our miniſterial office? 
To the ſervants of the Lord Jefus; in that par- 
ticular ſtation, it certainly belongs to lead the 
way to their ſeveral flocks, in reſtoring the 
golden age of the primitive church ; when the 
< Multitude of them who believed, were of one 
© heart, and of one ſoul: neither ſaid any of Ml * 
© them, that ought of the things which he pol- MW © 
ſeſſed was his own ; but they had all things 
© in common :* and, in the full aſſurance that 
c 


the ſubje& would be highly acceptable to my 
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reverend 'fathers and brethren; I have now 
preſumed to ſpeak upon it. 

My method, in humble 8 upon 
God, ſhall be; fſt, To explain the different 
parts of this amiable, primitive example: and, 
2dly, To propoſe a few counſels of union; 
which, thro? divine grace, may help to bring 
us ſomewhat nearer, at leaſt, to that glorious 
and happy ſtate. 

1ſt, It is propoſed to explain the different 
parts of this amiable, primitive example. ©'The 
* multitude of them who believed, were of one 
© heart, and of one ſoul:* they were, in judg- 
ment and affection, ſo much the ſame, that 

ſcarce any difference was perceivable among 
| them: they had no animoſities, no diſſenſions; 
but ſpoke, and walked by the ſame rule. They 
were, even as our bleſſed Lord prayed for his 
diſciples, John xvii. 22. made perfect in one.“ 
but, we muſt illuſtrate the two principal things, 

in this primitive union, ſeparately, © 
1ſt, The multitude of them who believed,” 
were, as to all the great articles and points of 
faith, one. Indeed we cannot ſay, that ever 
they thought of reducing all minds to the ſame 
level, in every thing; without the leaſt regard 
either to capacity, or means of improvement. 
I their union had depended upon any ſuch 
thing; we would, probably, never have heard 
of it, But, their wiſdom and piety together, 
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convinced them that no ſuch perfect union 
was to be expected, in this world : and, that 
for the ends of religion and happineſs, it was, 
in no ways, abſolutely needful. The great 
fundamental articles of belief, were ſufficient 
to bind them together. And, as concerning 
theſe, they did not differ, nor, indeed, could 
they well be divided, in their judgment, from 


each other: for, if we look back to the verſes. 


immediately preceeding our text; and, conſi- 
der what it was that the apoſtle Peter laboured 
with the Jews, both in the way of argument 
and miracle working; we ſhall find, that his 
principal aim was, to bring them to a convic- 
tion of their guilt, in rejecting the Mefhiah ; to 
true repentance for that, and all their former 


| wickedneſs; to ſuch firm belief of the divine 


miſſion of the Son of God, as would deter- 
mine them heartily to. embrace, and profeſs 
his religion; to abide by it all the days of their 
life. Such was the faith of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians: and, by publickly owning that faith, in 
their baptiſm, they were added to the church. 
They were, alſo, cloſely united to one another. 
The apoſtles of our Lord ſought no more, 
though they were inſpired: and © The multi- 
© tude of them that believed, were ſatis - 
fied with; yea, rejoiced in it. Happy ſouls, 
who ſtood ſo firm. and cloſe, upon the alone 
foundation, Jeſus Chriſt ! When ſhall ſuch 
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wiſdom and goodneſs return to our earth a- 
gan? When ſhall the narrow, ſeparating 
kedges of each party-contrivance be ſet aſide, 
by the pure, healing ſpirit of Chriſtian mode- 
ration; to make way for enlarging the church 
of God, in one entire, beautiful field of his own 
dreſſing? This, ſure, is worthy to be ſought 
after; worthy to be prayed for; worthy to be 
endeavoured, by all the true friends of the 
Lord Jefus. ' 
But, 2dly, * The multitude of them that 
believed, in the early age of the church, 
Vvere one, in love and affection; as well as 
judgment. This, though near as great a rarity 
eren among Chriſtians, as what we were laſt 
conſidering, is both more important, and 
more in every bodies power, God hath ſet 
bounds by the degrees of reaſon, the variety 
and meaſure of his gifts, to the lengths of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge which each-of us may ac- 
quire, But, he hath ſet no ſuch bounds to our 
kind, benevolent regards, 'The very beſt effect 
of our agreement in mind or opinion, is its 
being ſubſervient to the intereſt of mutual af- 
fection. And, beſides the natural obligation 
we are under to be of one heart, as men, there 
are many others of new and greater weight, 
as Chriſtians, which we ought to confider, 
and of which we ought to feel the influence.” 
The divine religion we profeſs, was the fruit 
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of pure, diſintereſted goodneſs, upon the part 

of God, even the Father. The publication 
and eſtabliſhment thereof, at ſo much ex. or 
pence of ſuffering to Jeſus Chriſt ; argued the W ber 
power of affection in him, to a degree quite fri- 
unexampled before. The very heart and ſoul, n 
as one may ſay, of all his doctrines, precepts, IM te 
and promiſes, is to ſecure the ſame great end. 
Indeed, the commandment of love, is our his 
Lord's commandment, by way of eminence: ſue 
his new and great commandment : the very ver 
badge of diſcipleſhip, whereby we may eaſily c 
be read and known of all men. Accordingly, No 
this bleſſed proof did © the multitude of them ot 
© that believed,” give, in the earlieſt age of the W* ar 
church. They drew attention and reſpect, c- ¶ tiny 
ven from their enemies, by the whole of their ¶ fam 
good behaviour: but, they commanded, in a ¶ the 
ſort, their admiration, by mutual affection and ¶ ene 
good offices, For, unbelievers themſelves, we ¶ por. 
are informed, would oftentimes ſay, behold for 
the Chriſtians, how they love one another! HHH y 
How willingly, how liberally they do good to Wther 
one another! How.cheerfully, how ſtedfaſtly Wmee 
they ſuffer for the common intereſt ! They are I mee 
not as many hearts and ſouls, in different 
people ; but as though they were all animated 
with one heart and one ſoul! How pleaſant, 
uſeful, and worthy of our imitation, Chriſti Wmen 
ans, was ſuch a behaviour? How natural to unit 
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de expected from the various and ſtrong bonds 
of love, made known to us, by the goſpel ? 
One of the more learned heathens, I remem- 
ber, ſays, in a familiar epiſtle of his to a 
friend; Our love muſt grow, muſt conti- 
nue; becauſe we are linked together, by li- 
© terature, morals, frame, and the dying voices 
* of mankind.* But, how would the ardor of 
his ſoul, have been raiſed, by the addition of 
ſuch circumſtances as theſe, in Eph. iv. from 
' verſe 4. One body, one ſpirit, even as we are 
(called in one hope of our calling; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptiſm; one God and Father 
of all; who is above all, and through all, 
Land in all.“ Our love muſt grow, muſt con- 
ünue; becauſe we are linked together by the 
" MW fame belief, the ſame profeſſion; we draw in 
che fame yoke, we fight the ſame battles, we 
encounter the ſame difficulties, we are ſup- 
e ported by the ſame precious promiſes, we look 
d for the ſame glorious, and everlaſting reward. 
f we ſhould now ſuffer, and even die toge- 
0 cher; we ſhall ſurely meet again; we ſhall 
meet in the regions of the blefſed ; we ſhall 
meet to live and reign together, there, in an 
eternal friendſhip, I ſee not how the force of 
ſuch arguments can be reſiſted, if they are 
but duely attended to: and, by. theſe argu- 
ments, the excellent primitive Chriſtians, were 


united to one another, in cloſe, inviolable af - 
tection, 
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To compleat the amiable example, it is ad. 
ded, in the 3d and laſt place; Neither fail 
any of them that ought of the things that 
they poſſeſſed was their own, but they had 
all things in common.” Upon which parti. 
cular, it may be proper to obſerve, 1ſt, That 
the things here ſpoken of, muſt be underſtood 
of ſuch things only, as were lawful to be poſ: 
ſeſſed, or enjoyed in common; according to 
the other commands of that ſame divine reli. 
gion which they believed. Our ſacred writer, 
in a parallel place of this ſame book, viz. chap, 
ii. 44, 45. verſes, after informing us, that all 
who believed were together, and had all 
things in common ;* thus explains himſelf, 
© and ſold their poſſeſſions and goods, and 
< parted them to all men, as every man had 
need.“ Upon which paſſage, and the text 
together, the words of Tertullian, that emi- 
nent, ancient apologiſt, for the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, may be conſidered as an admirable 
commentary. They are, in ſubſtance, to this 
purpoſe, * Chriſtians are brethren, in name; 
and their practice is quite conformable there- 
© unto : they mix kindred fouls together: they 
* mix the goods of fortune together : they on- 
ly withhold that, which the practice, and, in 
© ſome caſes, the philoſophy, yea, and even 
© the religion of the Gentiles doth permit to 


* be common.” Now, the believers in ths 
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pure, no leſs than generous religion of the 
Son of God, did then love one another, with 
2 chaſte and boundleſs affection. They had 
all things, thus limited, by reaſon, and the 
plain, poſitive commands of theiy own divine 
religion, in common, 

And, concerning this laſt expreſſion, it 
may be proper, 2dly, 'To obſerve, that, though 
the laws of Chriſtian friendſhip are ſtill the 
ſame, and would be ſure, in the preciſe ſame 
way, to influence true believers, yet the ſitu- 
ation of things, at that time, was quite pecu- 
liar, For they who were converted to the go- 
ſpel, from the Jewiſh and Heatheniſh religi- 
ons, were, in the beginning of their faith, and 
could not otherways be, without a miracle, 
but imperfectly verſed in the nature, doctrines 
and rules of our Saviour's kingdom. They 


had (and that was enough to qualify them for 
baptiſm, and being received into the boſom of 


the church) abundant evidence ſet before 
them, that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God, 
and Saviour of the world; that he died, that 
he roſe again, that he would come, in the end 
of time, to confer eternal life upon all his 
faithful followers. But ſtill, many other great 
principles and rules of conduct were needful 
to be known, needful to carry on, and to com- 
pleat the Chriſtian character. The communi- 
cation of theſe principles and rules, required 
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an duties. And, all this, it is manifeſt, till a . ch 
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a farther; and, in ſome caſes, a very long ſo 
ries of teaching, The poorer ſort, in particy- 


g ſ 

lar, full of the prejudices, errors, and corrup- * 
* | wor 
tions of their former, unconverted ſtate, FY 
needed very much to be put in mind of the WW , 
evil of them; to be refreſhed and ſtrengthen- don 
ed, with the accounts of their privileges, from iſ, u 
day to day; and, to be inſtructed and warmed . W 
with the obligation of their manifold Chriſt W, e, 


more regular and ſettled ſtate of things could Nhe 
be accompliſhed, would be very hard upon the WW, t 
worldly circumſtances of thoſe, whoſe daily . , 
ſubſiſtance depended upon the labour of their 
hands, Now, what; in ſuch an emergency, 
could either be a nobler act of beneficence, or 
plainer call of duty; than for the richer ſort 
to do as they did? to feel; and ſay, in the 
gratitude, the warmth of their affection for 
Jeſus Chriſt, and for the poor believers, their 
brethren, in Jeſus Chriſt ; That nought of the 
things which they poſſeſſed, whilſt this conti: 
* nued to be the caſe; was their own ; but that 
they ſhould have all things in common.“ To 
pretend that this practice of the primitive ſaints 
ſhould form a law, to be obſerved by all Chri- 
ſtians, in all ſucceeding ages, would be very 
abſurd and dangerous. Nevertheleſs, the ex: ay 
ample of their charity, may {till be of ſingular Nur 
ule; It ought to tcach Chriſtians; to live to- 
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gether; as in the cloſeſt poſſible union of 
judgment and affeftion; fo, likewife, in the 
cloſeſt (intercourſe or communication of 
worldly goods, when they happen to be need- 
ed: and, that no pretence to the Chriſtian 
character, and hope, can poflibly be well 
founded, without this: for, Whoſo hath this 
| WW world's good, 1 John iii. 17. and ſeeth his 
brother have need, and ſhutteth up his bow - 
els of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth 
| the love of God in him?” It is impoſſible. 
Therefore, adds the apoſtle, verſe 18. My 
little children, let us not love in word, nei- 
ther in tongue, only; but, indeed, and in 
truth. This is to be conformed to the ſpirit 
of thoſe primitive —— Who had all 
things in common.“ And, to uſe the words 
of a noble writer of our own country; I don't 
' know that the human ſoul, in its preſent em- 
f bodied ſtate, is capable of a much higher 
perfection, or any thing that argues a near. 
er appraach to the divine attributes. 
Thus have we gone through the ſeveral 
parts of this moſt amiable, early example, 
And, I doubt not, what has been ſaid, may 
ſerve to confirm the melancholy obſervation, 
th which we entered upon our ſubject : viz. 
hat betwixt the church of Chrift in thoſe 
ays, and the profeſſed church of Chriſt in 
urs, there is a wide, an affecting difference, 
B 2 
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1 do not ſpeak of thoſe only, who, under 1 
moſt ſplendid, catholic name, have intrody. 
ced the moſt abominable corruptions and cru. 
elty together, but even of many Proteſtant 
themſelves. For, it is a truth too plain, and 
melancholy, that numbers, if not all of then, 
have, at times, been guilty of great indiſcre. 
tions. They have not only divided, in their 
zudgments, as might have been expected in 
ſmaller matters, but likewiſe divided in their 
affections upon the account of theſe. They 
have ſet limits of their own, both to Chri- 
ſtian and miniſterial communion. They hare 
even been led to perſecute ſuch as they woull 
not, or thought they could not admit ino 
their ſociety; at leaſt, to deny them privi 
leges, which, as fincere, faithful believers, for 
any thing they were-ſure of to the contrary, 
was their undoubted, ſcriptural right. Hence, 
have ariſen variances, emulations, ſtrifes, he. 
relies, in the church; and the multitude 0 
them who profeſs to believe, have been 1. 
ther leſs known from the union of the 
Hearts and ſouls, their judgments and lore 
than from their differences, hatred, and dis 
ſon. Theſe things will hardly be refuſed 
and, as they cannot well be thought of, 
ſpoken, without grief, ſo, it may be hope 
that each of us, in our reſpective ſtations, ni 
contribute what we can, to reſtore and e 
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ereaſe the ſigns of that amiable, primitive ſpi- 
rit, we have now been contemplating. With 
which view, as propoſed, in the | 

IId Place, I would beg leave, in the temper 
of humility and affection, which is proper to 


| ſuch a ſubject, and ſuch an audience; to lay 


down a few counſels of union, that, through 
divine grace, may be of ſome uſe to bring us 
nearer, at leaſt, than we have been, to the 
glorious and happy ſtate of the early Chriſtian 
church. Theſe may concern both miniſters 
and.people. The miniſters of the goſpel are, 
by their religion and office together, under a 
peculiar obligation to lead the way to Chriſti- 
an union. And, to this good work, the fol- 


lowing things ſeem to be very uſeful, if not 
abſolutely neceſſary. iſt, Allowing to all who 
profeſs the faith of our Lord's divine miſſion 


and word, the name of Chriſtian. 2dly, Keep- 
ing at the greateſt diſtance from ſpiritual do- 
minion over the belief and conſciences of their 
brethren. 3dly, Guarding againſt the abuſe 


of their Chriſtian liberty, by raſhly and un- 
neceſſarily publiſhing to the world any new 
or ſingular opinions of religion, which they 


may have formed. And, finally, managing all 


their diſcourſes, whither public or private, 
more eſpecially indeed the former, with 


great ſimplicity of language, and freedom 
from wrath, 


— Ab 
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_ It, I ſay, miniſters of religion ſhould lead 
the way to union, by allowing to all who pro- 
feſs the faith of our Lord's divine miſſion and 
word, the name of Chriſtian. This perhaps 
may appear to ſome of leſs importance than 
it really is, and, on that account, may deſerve 
a little more attention from us. Lou know 
what a juſt and ſevere reproof the oppoſite 
practice drew from one of Chriſt's apoſtles; 
1 Cor. i. 12. Now, this I ſay, that every one 
« of you ſaith, I am of Paul, and I of Apol- . N 
los, and I of Cephas, and I of Chriſt. 1; I. * 
* Chriſt divided? was Paul crucified for you? | © 


© or, were ye baptized in the name of Paul!“ * 
And again, in the 3d chapter of the ſame e- * 
piſtle, from the 3d verſe. For ye are yet car- ol 
nal: for, whereas there is among you envy- of 
ing, and ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye not car- - 
© nal; and walk as men? For, while one ſaith, 4 
I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos; _ 
are ye not carnal ? Who then is Paul, and who = 
is Apollos, but miniſters, by whom ye believ- 
ed, even as the Lord gave to every man ?” If it ks. 
-was wrong to be divided, even {o far as to de- N F 
ſire, and aſſume a name from ſuch worthy, ſuc- "me 
ceisful miniſters of Chriſt, one need ſcarcely 1 ö 
ſay how much more improper, and even cri- 
minal it is, to defire and aſſume a name from 7 
any ſucceeding teacher of his, 'The Chriſtian 6: 


name is the undoubted right of all who believe 
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in the Lord Jeſus; who profeſs that faith or 
religion which he has publiſhed ; and hope to 
pe ſaved through him alone. It is unwarrant- 
lable to withhold it from any, who acknow- 
Hedge. and rejoice in theſe principles; and 
ſeems to repreſent them as being very diffe- 
rent, both in ſentiment and practice, from 
vat they really are. The church of God, as 
Jeſcribed in 1 Cor. i. 2. conſiſts of thoſe, 
Wo are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, called to 
* be ſaints, with all that in every place, call 
upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
„or, as ſome do rather chooſe to tranſlate the 

aſt part of the verſe, * are called by the name 

of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ It is a profeſſion 


of faith in Chriſt as head over all things to 


the church, with a decent outward conver- 
lation, that entitles men to be conſidered as 
the members of his body, to be denominated 
from him, And, if this obvious rule of juſtice 
had been always obſerved, the effects thereof 
would have been very happy. Some ſects, per- 
haps the far greateſt part of them, would ei- 
cher not have been known in the world at all, 
or would have been quickly ſwallowed up in 
the name and love, which, notwithſtanding 
any ſmaller differences, each of them held to 
be common. It is the affixing of names to 
people, with a deſign to ſtigmatize, and render 
them ſuſpected, that has ſadly moleſted the 
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peace of the church. The name of the Loy 
Jeſus ſounds well to every true follower d 
his, and if, where the right of others to i 
appears, by the integrity of their conduct, u ft 
be equal to our own, we would be juſt ant Jef 
kind enough to give it them, the ſpirit of di of 
cord and animoſity would be very much rc M2” 
ſtrained. wri 
2dly, The miniſters of religion, are bounl ire: 
to lead the way to union, by keeping at the“ 
utmoſt diſtance from ſpiritual dominion overW* © 
the faith, and conſciences of their brethren Wi 
Neither, ſays the apoſtle Peter, 1 Ep. v.; 
* as being lords over God's heritage; but bs 
© ing enſamples to the flock.” And, his belo: e 


ed brother Paul, to the ſame purpoſe; 2 Cor 

i. 24. Not for that we have dominion over 

your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for, 4 
an 


* by faith,” that is, by fincere, private, perſond 
conviction, * ye ſtand.” After ſuch declarat ed 
ons as theſe from thoſe who were divinel 


inſpired, to claim the dominion of people mi 
faith and conſcience, is highly unreaſonable; will 


and, to comply with it, is both fooliſh and 
wicked. It is, in effect, to ſet aſide real infal: ly 
lible authority, and to ſubſtitute that which 
is weak and fallible in the room of it. Fron 
thence, too, come diviſions, hereſies, ſtrits 
very calamitons. Our bleſſed Lord foreſa 
this, and therefore expreſsly enjoined, Mau R 


th 
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xiii. 9, 10. That we ſhould call no man fa- 


cher upon earth, becauſe one is our Father, 


«who is in heaven: neither to be called ma- 
© ters, becauſe one is our maſter, even Chriſt.” 
Jeſus, the Son of God, he is Lord of all; Lord 
of our conſcience, Lord of our faith; and 
now, he adminiſters his government, by the 
written rule of his word : this rule is open and 
free to all, even the teachers of it themſelves 
are not under a pretence of interpreting what 
it contains,to introduce their own authority, to 
uſurp maſtery and dominion, No, they are, in 
all humility and diligence, to afliſt their bre- 
thren, but not to impoſe their interpretations 
upon them. The hurt which has been done 
to truth and love, by affecting ſpiritual domi- 
nion, is ſcarce to be imagined, by thoſe who 
are ignorant of the hiſtory of the church: 
and thoſe, who are in any tolerable meaſure 
acquainted with that hiſtory, will need no o- 
ther argument to fall in with the counſel of 
union and peace, which I now propoſe. They 
will rejoice in the liberty wherewith Jeſus 
Chriſt has made them free; they will ſtedfaſt- 
ly adhere to it, in their own practice ; and 
they will publiſh. far and wide, as their influ- 
ence can reach; That the ſupream judge, by 
which all conroveries of religion, are to be 

determined; and all decrees of councils, o- 
pinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, 


C 
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and private ſpirits are to be examined, and in 
© whoſe ſentence we are to reſt, can be no o- 
ther but the Holy Spirit, ſpeaking in the 
* ſcriptures: that; in regard all councils and 
© ſyriods, ſince the apoſtles times, whither ge- 
* neral, or particular, may err, and many have 
erred; therefore, they are not to be made 
© the rule of faith, or practice; but to be uſed, 
* as an help in both.“ Thus we ſee the wiſdom 
and modeſty of our own church : and by this, 
no doubt, the wiſeſt and beſt of her teachers 
will ever think it their duty, to propoſe their 
own interpretations, and likewiſe to explain 
all the other acts, decrees and rules, which; 
from the time of adopting that confeſſional 
help, have, or may yet proceed from her. 
In the 3d place, miniſters of religion, in or- 
der to promote Chriſtian union, will think 
themſelves bound, to guard againft the abuſe 
of their Chriſtian freedom, by raſhly and un- 
neceſſarily publiſhing to the world any new, 
or ſingular opinions in religion, which they 


may have formed. Many people have it in 
their power to ſtrike out fomething new, ei- 
ther in the matter or method of illuſtrating 
different points of religion, And it is well 
known, how fond they commonly are of their 
own inventions. Theſe without due care and 
modeſty, will be apt to dazzle and miſlead 


them, and to prevent the exerciſe of a ſober 


— 
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judgment. And therefore, when thoughts of 
this ſort ariſe, they ſhould be carefully weigh- 
ed, they ſhould be ſifted to the bottom: and, 
when all has been done that can be done by 
the authors themſelves, the advice of their 
more experienced, judicious brethren, ought 
to be taken, Such humility and prudence, 
would have prevented many crude notions 
from coming abroad into the world, whereby 
men's minds have been perplexed, and their 
paſſions irritated. Pride and rathneſs have Ve» 
ry much obſtructed the progreſs of truth, and 
have deftroyed, in many inſtances, the union 
and concord that ought to ſubſiſt among men. 
It were eaſy to produce examples; but to ſave 
your time, I ſhall only mention what the a- 
poſtle Paul ſays in his 1 Ep. to Tim. i. 6, 7. 
* That from a pure heart, and a good con- 
. ſcience, and faith unfeigned, thoſe men have 
a ſwerved and turned aſide unto vain jangling, 
* who defire to be teachers of the law, under- 
* ſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof 
they affirm.” And again, 3d chapter of the 
ſame epiſtle and 6th verſe; That a novice, or 
© one newly come to the faith, as it is in the 
margin, is apt to be lifted up with pride, and 
* ſo to fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
c is a great and dangerous miſtake, to think we 
ought to publiſh and propagate, whether by 
vriting ar preaching, every thing we know, 
C 2 
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Truth itſelf, and union much more, may de- 
pend upon our filence for a time. To every 
thing, ſays Solomon, there is a ſeaſon, and a 
time to every purpoſe under the heaven: among 
the reſt there is a time to keep ſilence, and a time 
to ſpeak; and the chooſing of that ſcaſon 
which is fitteſt, to the beſt of our knowledge, 
is a material part of our Chriſtian duty. Ir is 
withal owing to the circumſtances I have juſt 
now mentioned, a part of our duty ſomewhat 
difficult. The people of moſt genius and la- 
bour, have not always the greateſt command 
of themſelves in this particular. But I obſerve 
that, only to make ſuch the more attentive, not 
to diſcourage them. It might be of uſe before 
they declare themſelves to the world, to re- 
fle& whether the objections in the way of what 
they have to propoſe may be caſily removed; 
and whether, even then, they may be clearly 
proven to be of importance to ſalvation. In 
the firſt inſtance, viz. if the objections can be 
eaſily removed &c. there is little or no danger 
of public ſtrife : and in the other, viz. if they 
can be clearly &c. let a perſon be ever ſo mo- 
deſt, yet charity itſelf will not ſuffer him to 
be filent; and however troubleſome the con- 
ſequences may be, he is ſure to be approven 
of God at the great day. Happy they in any 
ation, and more particularly in that of the 
holy miniſtry, who can ſay with one of our 
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own order when they come to die; That 
* they avoided with the utmoſt caution to pro- 
* poſe or teach any thing which they had not 
before, upon the moſt careful examination 
of the ſcriptures, found to be agreeable to 
them; and that they had ſtudied to inculcate 
* every thing which might tend to the pro- 
* motion and enlargement of the truth of Chri- 
* ſtianity, the true worſhip of God, the com- 
mon intereſts of piety and virtuous conver- 
f ſation among men; and in ſhort, to that 
* ſtate of peace and tranquillity according to 
* the word RN God, which becomes the Chri- 
* ſtan name.” 

4th, To a the miniſters of religi- 
on are further bound to lead the way to Chri- 
ſtian union, by managing all their diſcourſes, 
whether public or private, more eſpecially in- 
deed the former, with great ſimplicity of lan- 
guage and freedom from wrath: by ſimplicity 
of language, I mean that which is moſt agree- 
able to the word of God, and which in mat- 
ters of pure divine revelation may be clearly 
warranted thereby. 'The introduction and 
continuance of words and phraſes invented by 
men, has been a mean of long, and ſore 
trouble to the church. It is a labour almoſt 
for life to be fully inſtructed in them; and the 
zeal of great numbers in the Chriſtian world, | 
has been more attached to theſe than to any || 
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thing elſe. From whence do uſually ariſe diſ. | 
cord, reviling and wrath, in all their diſagree- 
able forms. If any man, ſays Paul to Timo- 
* thy, 1 Ep. 6th chapter from the 3d verſe, 
teach otherways than I have taught and com- 
mended to you, and conſent not to wholeſome 
* words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is accord- 
ing to godlineſs; he is proud, or, as the ori- 
* ginal word may be tranſlated, a fool, know- 
* ing nothing, but doting about queſtions 
© and ftrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, 
< ftrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſ- 
* putings of men of corrupt minds, and deſti- 
* tute of the truth, ſuppoſing that gain is god- 
lineſs: from ſuch withdraw thyſelf.” The a 
poſtle here points out to us the moſt common 
ſource of ſuch diſorders, namely, the ſuppoſ- 
ing that gain is godlineſs, or that religion 
may be proſtituted to our own private gain or 
ſecular intereſt. For it often happens that the 
rejecting of ſcripture ſimplicity, and making a 
great noiſe with words and phraſes that are 
popular or much in vogue, though they are no 
where found in the whole word of God, is one 
of the moſt ſucceſsful means of promoting 
ſelf- intereſt; but that ſordid motive, inſtead. 
of leſſening, doth exceedingly aggravate the 
guilt, People ſhould tremble to uſe ſuch free- 
doms with divine things. As the weakneſs of 
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God is ſtronger than men, and in the early 
ages of the goſpel, did ſubdue philoſophers 
and mighty princes themſelves in great num- 
bers unto Chriſt ; ſo the ſimplicity of his word 
was the glorious inſtrument thereof. The 
* ſpoiling of that word through philoſophy 
© and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, 
© after the rudiments of the world, and not 
© after Chriſt, has been a great obſtacle to 
the like ſucceſs, as well as to union among 
thoſe who believe in the ſubſequent ages of 
the church. The traths of God can never be 
ſpoken in fitter language, than the infinite wiſ- 
dom of God hath deviſed ; and the more faith- 
fully that all his teachers adhere to this ſacred 
rule, even in the very phraſe itſelf, as to what 
things are peculiar to revelation, the nearer 
certainly they will approach both to truth and 
love, and the ends of their ſacred office and 
place will be the more effectually anſwered. 
As to words of human wrath or paſſion in 
diſcourſes of religion, more eſpecially ſuch as 
are of a public nature, I know nothing that 
can be alledged in the defence of them, They 
are both improper and prejudicial. 'They give 
Juſt ground of ſuſpicion, that either we are in 
the wrong ourſelves, or that we have no bet- 
.ter means of defence in our power. For, what 
men deſpair to maintain by argument, they 
commonly ſeek to uphold by paſſion: this cre- 
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ates prejudice, and diverts the attention from 

the ſubject under conſideration, and often 
fills the minds of the hearers with contempt : 
whereas a modeſt gentle ſtile is both moſt 
ſuitable to truth, and moſt conciliating to the 


ends of the ſpeaker, * The ſweetneſs of the 


lips, ſays Solomon, Prov. xvi. 2 1. increaſeth 
© learning.” It diſpoſes people to attend, to o- 
pen their ears to inſtruction; it inſinuates it- 


ſelf into the mind, and engages all the beſt af- 


fections of the ſoul upon the fide of truth. 


Every man, ſays he in another place, -ſhall 
© kiſs his lips, that giveth a right anſwer.” 
And ſuch ſhould be the manner of all Chriſt's 
ſervants. 'Their regard to the union and con- 
viction, and good lives of the believers, de- 


mands a mild agreeable manner from them, 


© 'The fervant of the Lord, ſays Paul, 2 Tim. 
ji. 24, 25, 26, muſt not ſtrive ; but be gentle 
to all men, apt to teach, patient, in meek- 
© neſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
© ſelves; if God peradventure will give them 
© repentance to the acknowledging of the 
* truth; and that they may recover themſelves 
© out of the ſnare of the devil, who are taken 


© captive by him at his will.“ Even in the re- 
bukes or cenſures of a miniſter, there ought 


to be great tenderneſs and caution. The ſoft- 
neſs of their language ſhould ſeem to ſay to 


the offender; My poor unhappy brother, I 
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© pity you, I ſeek your good, I wiſh and hope 
there may be no longer need of any ſuch 
means.“ If thoſe who have been overtaken 
with errors and faults, had been wrought up- 
on in a ſpirit of goſpel meekneſs, there would 
have been fewer examples of obſtinacy to 
complain of, and fewer ſad ſigns of hatred 
and diviſion among profeſſing Chriſtians, But 
ſome people are ſo full of the goodneſs of 
their cauſe, and ſo immoderate in their zeal, 
that they behave as though theſe alone could 
juſtify, or alleviate what is moſt unchriſtian ; 
I mean, a bad temper. 'The beſt of all teach- 
ers, was the meckeſt that ever was in the 
world; and he condeſcends upon that qualifi- 
cation expreſsly, Math. xi. 29. both to recom- 
mend himſelf as a teacher, and to be an ex- 
ample to others. Learn of me, ſays he, for 
Jam meck and lowly in heart.“ I beſeech | 
you, brethren, by the gentleneſs of Chriſt, that | 

| 


ye regard this inſtruction. And foraſmuch as 
one part of our office, at meetings for conſult- 
ing and judging in the affairs of the church, | 
obliges us often to diſpute about things of no 
clear evidence upon either fide; let us not at 
any time by the loſs of our temper, do more 
to diſgrace and hurt the cauſe of religion, 
than by all our appearances in that way, we 
can poſſibly do good, If we receive a bitter 
larcaſmn, invective, or railipg accuſation, W 0 
D | 
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are not to emulate people in their ſpeeches of 
that ſort: for, to have the better of them in 
ſuch things, is indeed, to be worſe than they ; 
becauſe it is to be moſt unlike to Jeſus Chriſt, 
whole pattern, as before ſaid, is that of meek- 
neſs, 

I ſhould next proceed to offer a few coun- 
ſels of union to the ordinary hearers of the 
goſpel more directly. But, I am ſenſible there 
is need of an apology, for having already de- 
tained you ſo long. Yet, as the ſubject is of 
importance, and always too neceſſary, I will 
depend upon a favourable hearing for ſome 
little time further ; and will only illuſtrate the 
two following particulars. 1ſt, And as the 
foundation of all, that mutual charity, or love, 
is of the higheſt moment in religion, And 
next, that for preventing diſcord, or curing 
it, there is no ſuch mean, as being cloſe em- 
ployed upon holineſs of heart and life. 

1ſt, I ſay, and as the foundation of all, that 
mutual charity or love, is of the higheſt mo- 
ment in religion. It is the End of the com- 
* mandment, the bond of perfectneſs, and 
preferable to any, yea, to all the moſt ſplen- 
did gifts imaginable without it. For, thus the 
apoſtle to the Corinthians 1 Ep. xii. 3 1. after 
a very full enumeration of thoſe miraculous 
gifts, which diſtinguiſhed the early days of 
the goſpel, adds, And yet I ſhew unto 


* 
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© you a more excellent way; viz. the way of 
charity or love. And concerning this illu- 
ſtrious, comprehenſive grace, he declares,chap, 
13th from the beginning; Though I ſpeak 
with the tongues of men and angels, and 
have not charity, F am become as ſounding 
© braſs or tinkling cymbal: and though I have 
* the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all my- 
* ſteries, and all knowledge, and though I 
have all faith, ſo that I could remove moun- 
* tains, and have no charity, I am nothing.” 
It ought not therefore, brethren, dearly be- 
loved, to be a ſmall matter, or one of doubt- 
ful importance, that ſhould tempt any perſon 
to violate the great law of love, Our zeal it- 
ſelf, under the direction of knowledge, which. 
is indeed the only true and valuable zeal, will 
teach us always to regulate our affection to 
things by the evidence and moment of them. 
And as there is no one ching in religion which 
can pretend to more evidence, or of which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath ſpoken with ſo great ear- 
neſtneſs as that of charity or love; ſo every 
thing that ſeems to oppole, or counteracł its 
influence, - ought with the utmoſt care to * 
avoided, 

It is not enough, for example, to FR 
ourſelves either from the church, or from 
one-another, becauſe this and the other mi- 
niſter of the Lord's word, hath not all the 
D 2 
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qualities of knowledge and utterance which 
are to be found in ſome others of the ſame 
great office. For neither, even then, When 
the multitude of them who believed, were of 
one heart, and of one ſoul, were all apoſtles, 
F all prophets, all teachers, all workers of mi- 
© racles; but one had the gift of healing, an- 
* other ſpoke with tongues, another did in- 
* terpret them.” Yet all theſe, we are aſſured, 
1 Cor. xii. 11. Worked one and the ſelf- 
ſame ſpirit, dividing to every one ſeverally as 
* he willed” Whence the apoſtle nobly and 
powerfully argues for cloſe union and love 
among all the members of Chriſt's myſtical bo- 
dy; That there ſhould be no ſchiſm in it, 
but that each of them ſhould have the ſame 
© care one of another. He would ſeem there, 
and in other places of his epiſtles, to inſinuate 
that the beſt intereſt both of the whole body 
and of individual members, was more effec- 
tually maintained by that variety, which did 
then, and does ſtill diſpleaſe ſome, than by 
conferring an equal degree of perfection up- 
on all: and that, therefore, a modeſt denial of 
private taſte, in many inſtances, is moſt ne- 
ceſſary both to prove the duty and affection of 
a ſincere Chriſtian. | 

Nor, again, is it enough to warrant ſtrifes 
and diſſenſions among Chriſtian people, that 
all have not an equal power in the choice and 
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_ eſtabliſhment. of fixed paſtors among them. 
For, allowing the grievance to be even great- 
er than it is, yet who can ſay, that is a griev- 


ance eaſily redreſſed? Or who does not ſee, 
that with all the imperfection complained of, 
we both may, and actually do enjoy, upon the 
whole, a miniſtry that is worthy of encourage- 
ment and attendance ? There have been days 
of greater power to the people in the chooſing 
of their paſtors before theſe. But then, how 
were they improven? Alas! the few peace- 
able fruits of righteouſneſs among us are a 
ſad evidence, that if God had rendered our 
condition ſtill more unfavourable in this re- 
ſpect than it is, he would have puniſhed us leſs 
than our iniquities have deſerved; and that 
therefore, as things now are, our duty and in- 
tereſt both lye in gratefully improving the 
advantages which his. kind providence hath 
continued to us. Only think with yourſelves, 
Chriſtians, if God had ſeen fit to try our land 
with the dreadful ſcourge of perſecution; if, 
in ſearch of a place and ſociety for the public 
worſhip of God, we had been hunted, as ſome 
of our excellent fathers were, from field to 
field, and from houſe to houſe ; would we not 
then have regarded with true and juſt affecti- 
on, thoſe valuable helps, which are now offer- 
ed to many, and by them, alas! moſt ſhame- 


fully neglected and ſet at nought? For my 
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own ſhare, I can never think of that terrible 
paſſage in the prophet Amos, viii. chap. from 
11. verſe, without trembling at the wanton- 
neſs expreſſed by ſuch people, in putting far 
from them the food of life : © Behold, the days 
* come, ſaith the Lord God, that I will ſend 
© a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, 
* nor. a thirſt of water, but of hearing the 
* words of the Lord: and they ſhall wander 
from ſea to ſea, and from the north even to 
the eaſt, they ſhall run to and fro to ſeek 
© the word of the Lord, and ſhall not find it.“ 
True indeed, ſome rare caſes may be attend- 
ed with peculiar hardſhips, and may deſerve 
compaſſion; but what can be ſaid to juſtify 
the ingratitude and wantonneſs of many peo- 
ple in other caſes, who having an abundance 
of ſpiritual proviſion ſet before them, ſeem 
defirous only to ſhow how much they ſlight 
and deſpiſe it? I pray God they may hear, 
and give glory to his great name, leſt he be 
provoked as is threatened, Mal. ii. 2. To 
* ſend a curſe upon them; yea, to curſe their 
* bleſſings.” $f! 

Nor, finally, is it enough to warrant ſtrife 
and diviſions among Chriſtians, that ſome of 
them, perhaps not a few, do differ from us in 
our way of thinking upon many particulars, 
in the common rule of our faith and man- 


ners. For what elſe is this than may be ex- 
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pected, as was obſerved in the beginning of 
this diſcourſe, from ſuch a variety of parts, 
gifts, and educations, as obtain in the world? 
The upright of all ranks, ages and conditions 
of life, muſt enquire for themſelves. God 
hath bound it upon their conſciences. And 
it is juſt as unlikely if they do ſo, that in the 
ſmaller, as well as greater things of religion, 
they ſhould be quite the ſame, as that in peo- 
ple living under different degrees of heat, 
there ſhould be the preciſe ſame colour or 
complexion, Here, charity and mutual for- 
bearance come in to make the ſtructure of 
the Chriſtian body compleat: and the whole 
word of God, the New Teſtament in par- 
ticular, abounds with precepts to that pur- 
poſe. * Him that is weak in the faith, Rom. 
* xiv, 1. receive you,” that is, be familiar and 
intimate with ſuch an one; converſe often to- 
gether, * but not to doubtful diſputations;* or 
as It is in the margin, not to judge his doubt- 
ful thoughts. For who art thou that judgeſt 
* another man's ſervant? to his own maſter 
© he ſtandeth or falleth : yea, he ſhall be hold- 
© en up: for God is able to make him ſtand. 
We then that are ſtrong, ought to bear the 
* infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe 
* ourſelves. With all lowlineſs and meekneſs, 
* with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another 
in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of 
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the ſpirit in the bond of peace.“ Such chari. 
ty is plain and effential : other things about 
which people too often divide, are by no 
means either ſo effential or plain. Charity is 
poſſible, but agreement of mind in all caſes is 
abſolutely impoſſible. The inſtances of God's 
compaſſionating and pardoning the miſtakes 
of his honeſt enquirers throughout the fcrip- 
ture, are various; but according to the ſame 
ſcripture, * He that loveth not his brother, a- 
* bideth in death: 1 John iti. 14. He that 
© hateth him is in darkneſs, and. walketh in 
* darkneſs, and knoweth not whither he go- 
eth, becauſe darkneſs hath blinded his eyes.” 
. To conclude, 2dly, for preventing diſcord 
or curing it, there is no ſuch mean as being 
cloſe employed upon holineſs of heart. and 
like. © This is the one thing needful : the bet- 
ter part which can never be taken from us; 
this is the ultimate end and glory of the grace 
of God; to teach men, that denying ungod- 
© lineſs, and worldly luſts, they ſhould live ſo- 
© berly, righteoufly and godly in this preſent 
* world. The kingdom of God is righteouſ- 
_ © neſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.' 
Theſe obligations are ſo clearly and variouſ- 
ly expreſſed, that there is not any the ſmalleſt 
room for doubt; And he that in theſe things 
© ſerveth Chriſt, Rom. xiv. 18. is accepted of 
© God and approved of men.“ If we arc but 


ut 
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in earneſt to be acquainted with theſe ſeveral 


parts of pure and undefiled religion, there 


will be little time and leſs inclination left for 
what is doubtful and contentious, The weigh- 
tier things of the law will make ſuch light, 
unimportant things fly at a diſtance from 
them, like the morning cloud before the riſ- 
ing ſun. Then ſincere Chriſtians of every de- 
nomination, making Jeſus Chriſt the peace, 
the life, the ſoul of all their actions, of all 
their purpoſes, will mingle, as an old lively 
writer expreſſes it, The ſweetneſs, the meek- 
* neſs which he loves, and which he is, in all 
their undertakings: they will ſet their ſeve- 
* ral controverſies to Chriſt, and ſee how near 
they can meet in him, ſo as to be good 
friends and brethren to one another: the 
precious corner ſtone which reconciles man 
© to God, will reconcile and unite them cloſe 
to one another: they will not, cannot live at 
* a diſtance, who both live by reſemblance, 
now, in the boſom of Jeſus Chriſt, and re- 
* Joice in hope that they ſhall ſpeedily meet 
* and reign together with him, the prince of 
peace, in the eternal manſions above. 

And now, ſince ſuch is the native tenden- 
cy of the goſpel religion to promote and che- 
riſh the beſt affections, the beſt endeavours to 
be uſeful to mankind, is it not unfair in the 
enemies of that divinely benevolent doctrine, 

| E 
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to charge it with the errors of its profeſſed 
friends? We do not refuſe the charge of 
wrath, animoſities and diſſenſions among great 
numbers of them. I would to God we ho- 
neſtly might. But we refuſe, and have juſt 
cauſe to blame the abettors of infidelity for 
urging the inconſiſtent lives of Chriſtians, and 
particularly their bitter and cruel ones, as a 
valid argument againſt the ſcheme of pure be- 
nevolence which they profeſs. Let them with 
ever ſo nice and critical an eye, examine the 
Chriſtian ſcheme as it lyes in the New 'Teſta- 
ment, and ſee if they can find the leaſt allow- 
ance for a wrathful, uncharitable diſpoſition 
in it, If they cannot, then ſurely the goſpel 
is free from any degree of blame in what ſo 
often happens among thoſe who profeſs the 
faith of it. 

But ſince they will not be ſo juſt as to lay 
the blame where alone it ought to be laid, it 
certainly concerns all the true friends of Chri- 
ſtianity to put even this appearance of an ob- 
jection out of their power, to lay aſide preju- 
dice and paſſion, evil defigns and projects of 
ambition, pride, covetouſneſs, and the like; 
all corruptions of, or additions to the fimple 
doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ; and with a fervour 
of ſpirit proportioned to the greatneſs of the 
work, and guided by all the prudence and 


Judgment we are maſters of, to follow out the 
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glorious practical deſign of the goſpel, Such 
means of putting an end to ſtrifes and diviſions 
among Chriſtians, will certainly ſucceed ; and 
when this method obtains generally, the divine 
ſcheme of the goſpel will have few or no ene- 
mies. This is agreeable to what our Saviour 
teaches in John xvii. 23. where he makes the 
faith of his miſſion and the ſucceſs of his re- 
ligion in the world to depend upon this fingle 
thing, That they may be one even as we are 
bone, I in them and thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in one; and that the 
* world may know that thou haſt ſent me, and 
* haſt loved them as thou haſt loved me: the 
ſame thing in ſubſtance with what he had be- 
fore declared in the 2 1. verſe, © That they al- 
* ſo may be one in us, that the world may be- 
f lieve that thou haſt ſent me.“ People may 
pretend zeal for the-intereſt of our dear Sa- 
viour ; but by whatever marks they endeavour 
to manifeſt it, if their zeal be without love, e- 
very thing elſe is groſs deluſion or hypocrify, 
and hypocriſy extremely prejudicial to our 
common Chriſtianity, The Father of lights 
and of all grace will not accept of any-thing 
as an act of zeal for himſelf, which violates 
charity toward our brethren, Jeſus his belov- 
ed Son is among all, who ſincerely believe and 
profeſs his divine miſſion and word: and he 
will, when his time comes, moſt certainly 
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break down: thoſe ſeparating walls among the 
brethren, ſo as to make them all glad of the 
common honourable name, Chriſtian, with- 
out any of them affecting or impoſing upon 
others the hard, uncharitable names of envy 
and ſubdiviſion. The ſeaſon will come, when, 
as Biſhop Hooker ſaid, A few words ſpoken 
* with meekneſs and humility and love, ſhall 
* be more acceptable than volumes of- contro- 
* verhies, which commonly deſtroy charity, the 
© very beſt part of true religion. Then ſhall 
* the world know and believe that God did, 
* ſend Chriſt unto them.” I beſeech you, bre- 
thren, to live to the honour of this divine re- 
ligion ; Being of one heart, and of one ſoul; 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate :* 
and join to theſe your endeavours, ſerious, 
frequent prayers for the -* Peace of Jeruſa- 
* lem: they ſhall proſper that love her. Now 
* unto him that is able to do exceeding a- 
* bundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us; 
* unto him be glory in the church, by Chriſt 
* Jeſus, throughout all ages, world without 
* end, Amen.' 


